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mortality at a median follow-up of 12.4 years. The
positive association between increasing cPB or CAC
score tertile and all-cause mortality was also observed
when atherosclerosis burden was considered as a
continuous variable. In the multivariate analysis, the
association between atherosclerosis burden detected
with either modality and all-cause mortality
remained statistically significant after adjustment for
CVRFs and background medication, highlighting the
incremental prognostic value of direct atherosclerosis
imaging in asymptomatic individuals. In our cohort,
from the fully adjusted model we know that only age
and cigarette smoking had a stronger prediction of
mortality risk than carotid plaque burden. Moreover,
while both imaging modali







event in all studies of mortality risk and has un-
questionable relevance to the study of predictive
factors and the evaluation of potential preventive
measures. Second, the BioImage study participants
were mostly White and about half were women, and
the study population was older than others examined
in previous primary prevention cohorts, so the results
may not be fully generalizable. Third, baseline char-
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